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VI. Daughter. She married Edward Thomas. Their only 
son Edward Thomas removed to Nelson County, 
Kentucky, and represented that County in the Kentucky 
House of Representatives in 1793. His wife was Susan- 
nah Beall, daughter of Walter Beall, a member of the 
first Constitutional Convention of Kentucky. Issue: 
Lucinda, married Dr. Wm. Elliott of New Haven, 
Ky. Amanda, married Mr. Bamett. 

(To be Continued) 



THE ANCESTORS AND DESCENDANTS OF JOHN ROLFE 
WITH NOTICES OF SOME CONNECTED FAMILIES. 



BOLLING OF YORKSHIRE AND LONDON 

Cudworth's "History of Bolton and Bowling" (Bradford, 1891) con- 
tains a considerable amount of information in regard to the early history 
of the Boiling family, which was long resident in the vicinity of Brad- 
ford and Bolton. The author states that the spelling ''Bowling" is a 
modernisation. The first mention he gives of the Boiling family is in 
a poll or head tax list of the inhabitants of the township of Boiling, in 
the year 1379. First in the list appears Johannes de BoUyng, Esquier, 
& uxor [wife] Vjs Vlljh (6sh-8d.) 

"The principal contributor, who in fact paid more than all the re- 
mainder of the inhabitants of the township, was John de Boiling. He is 
therefore styled 'esquire.' The Boilings were not only the first family 
of any importance which took its name from the township, but it was of 
considerable repute in this part of Yorkshire generally. The proofs of 
this fact are numerous. From evidences collected by Mr. Empsall, and 
presented to the Bradford Antiquarian Society, illustrating the entire 
history of this family, we learn that towards the close of the twelth cen- 
tury one Tristram Boiling was in the service of King John, and was 
largely concerned in his interests, and as reward he received property 
in Boiling. To this circumstance is ascribed the rise of the family. 

In Kirby's Inquest (1296) William de Boiling is described as holding 
three carucates of land in Boiling, and shortly afterwards he was de- 
scribed as lord of the manor, which his descendants held for several 
centuries, and two of them gave common of pasture and a grant of land 
in Boiling to Kirtstall Abbey. Part of this land is supposed to be the 
site of Burnett Field. There is also evidence of land in Boiling having 
been granted to Kirkstall Abbey as early as the reign of King John. 

In a copy of Parliamentary Writs we find the following entries: 'Wil- 
liam de Boiling certified, pursuant to writ tested at Clepstone, 5th March, 
1316, as lord of the township of Boiling, in the county of York. ' 
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'Johannes de Boiling, one of the Commissioners of Array, in the Wa- 
pentake of Morley, in the county of York. Commission tested at York 
25th September, 1318.' 

By the marriage of Robert Boiling to Elizabeth, daughter of Roger 
Thornton, in 1349, the Boiling estate was increased by the addition of 
the manors of Thornton, AUerton and Denholrtie. In the survey of the 
manor of Bradford taken in 1342, the Boiling family appears somewhat 
prominently in connection with the barter and sale of property in 
Bradford. 

Passing over a century, we come upon an interesting episode in the 
past history of Boiling, namely, the attainder for high treason of one 
Robert Boiling and the confiscation of his estates. In the Wars of the 
Roses many of the landowners of this neighbourhood were implicated, 
and none more deeply than Robert Boiling of Boiling Hall. Like many 
others of Yorkshire he espoused the cause of the Lancastrians, under 
the banner of Lord Clifford of Skipton Castle, and was at the battle of 
Towton on Palm Stmday, March 29th, 1461. In that sanguinary encoimter 
36,000 men were slain, and the Lancastrians were utterly defeated. 
The result was very disastrous to the Boilings. For the part taken in 
it by Robert Boiling, he was convicted of high treason, attainted by 
order of Parliament, and deprived of his estates, the manor of Boiling 
being made over to a partisan of the King named Thomas Radclyfe. 
John James, in his 'History of Bradford,* gives an interesting accotmt of 
this event, and quotes the following extract from a petition of Robert 
Boiling to King Edward IV. in 1475: "Humbly beseeching your Highness, 
your true liegeman, Robert Boiling, in the Shire of York, gentilman, 
sheweth, that in the Parliament holden at Westminster, the 4th Novem- 
ber, in the first year of your Highness's reign, the said Robert was at- 
tainted of high treason, and that his lands were forfeited from the 4th 
March preceding; that suppliant was never against your Highness in any 
field or journey, except on Palme Stmday, in the first year of your most 
noble reigne, whereto he was dryven, not of his oime proper wille, nor of 
malice towards your Grace, but oonly by compulsion, and by the most 
drad proclamations of John, then Lord Clyfford, under whose daunger 
and distresse the lyvelode of your suppliant lay." 

Notwithstanding that letters of pardon were granted him, Robert 
Boiling and his family of ten children were reduced to great straits 
from the loss of his estates, but these he subsequently recovered and 
added much to them. 

Robert Boiling made his will at Boiling Hall, October, 1485, desiring 
to be buried before the high altar of Bradford Church, to which he left 
benefactions. To Amica his daughter he left 10. The residue of his 
personalty, in three parts, one to James, William, Umphrey, Raynbron, 
and Troilus, his sons; one for masses for his soul; and a third to Isabel, 
his wife. The testator thus disposes of his lands: — 
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*I have enfeoffed Edward Goldsborough, one of the barons of our Lord 
the Kyng, of his escheaur; Ed. Redmanye, one of the esquiers of his body: 
Ed. Cresacre, parson, of Arksey; and James Boiling, my son, in the 
manors of Boiling, Thornton, and Denholme, and of all the halfendole 
of my manor of Hayns worth — to myself for my life. In suff ranee, Isabel, 
my wyfe, to have all the yerely issue of the halfendole of the landes at 
Mikill Boiling, and to have her dower of Hayns worth. I do order a 
gyft to Jamys, William, Umfrey, Raynbron, and Troilus Boiling, my 
sons of 40s., by the yere out of Thornton, Hethlee, and Sowden; after 
their decease to remayne to Trystram Boiling, my son and heir, and the 
heires males of his bodie. 

Of two of the sons of Robert Boiling — Tristram and Raynbron — inter- 
esting evidences exist. Raynbron, the ^^-ounger brother, was bailiff of 
the manorial property at Bradford vested in the Duchy of Lancaster, 
and held a lease of the manorial mills, &c, which in the 'Rolls Chron- 
icles' is set forth in the following terms: — "1448, 8 March. — ^Lease to 
farm by the advice of the Council of the Duchy of Lancaster, for 7 years 
from Michaelmas last past before date of present letters, to Raynbron 
Boleling, yeoman of the King's Crown, of the cloth fulling and corn mill, 
toll, stallage, and agistment of cattle in Bradford Bank, with the per- 
quisites and shops beneath the Halls of Pleas of the town and Lordship of 
Bradford, Co. York, at an annual rent of ixl. viijd." 

In making the most of his bailiwick, Raynbron incurred considerable 
odium among the inhabitants of Bradford, and a suit was instituted in 
the Duchy Court for extortion and wrongdoing, of which the following 
is the substance, extracted from the Duchy of Lancaster Pleadings in 
the Record pfl&ce: — 

'18, Hen. VII. — Richard Tempest and others, freeholders and King's 
tenants of Bradford township, and plaintiffs. Raynbron Boiling, the 
King's bailiff, and others defendants. Deputed titles to lands, tolls of 
markets, partiality of kin, &c. 

Contra, Pleading — 

"Raynbron Boiling, bailiff of Bradford, and Godfrey Foljambe, Feo- 
dary of Tickill Honor, plaintiffs. Rich. Tempest, defendant, and 
others. 

To the Right Worshipful Chancellor Duchy of Lancaster. 

"We, Richard Tempest and Robert Leventhorp, esquires; Thos. 
Thornton, Wm. Rookes, John Rookes, Thos. Ellys, John Rawson, John 
Feld, James Webster, Thomas Bower, Wm. Bancke, Robt. Ledgard, 
Richd. Bancke, and others, freeholders and the King's tenants of the 
township of Bradford; John Threapland, John EUingsworth, Rich. 
Hollins, John Whitacre, Thos. Aldersley, &c., freeholders and King's 
tenants of AUerton; John Wilkinson, Thos. Roper, Wm. Byrkenshaw 
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&c., tenants and freeholders of Thornton; Robt. Midgley, William 
Mortymer, of Clayton; Richard Broadly, Thos. Stead, of Bowling; 
Christopher Sharp, James Sharp, Christopher Thornton, &c., of Horton; 
Joseph Thornton, Roger Thornton, &c., of Heaton; William Northrop, 
Laurence EUynworth, William jowett, Thos. Mortymer, Richard Rodes, 
&c., of Manningham, deposed that whereas three f aires have been held 
and kept within the lordship which were a great resort of merchants, 
chapmen, and others of the King's lieges of divers parts for the purpose 
of selling their wares to the great weal of the King's tenants of the said 
lordship and to the co\mtry adjoining. That Raynbron Boiling, the 
bailiff of the said lordship, wrongfully, by him and his deputies, taking 
excessive and imreasonable tolls of your said orators and others th"fe 
King's tenants and others the King's lieges resorting to the said f aires, 
the said merchants and chapmen have withdrawn themselves and their 
merchandise from the said f aires, and that thereby the said f aires are 
greatly decreased, to the great hurt of all the King's tenants and fer- 
mers and freeholders of the said lordship; and also that the said Rayn- 
bron Boiling, by reason of levying excessive mulcture at the King's 
mylnes to the great hurt of your orators and taking the cattel of your 
orators and keeping them in secret places, so that your said orators 
cannot gain knowledge of them, and after keeping them a certain time 
claiming the said cattel as waifs and strays to his own uses; that in the 
16th year of Hen. VII. he caused certain women to shear twenty sheep 
of the King's tenants so that they were not known again by their owners; 
that he will not suffer any sheep of your orators to be undipped after 
Whit-Sunday, but if there are the said bailiff will take them and cause 
them to be clipped, claiming and taking the wool to his own uses and to 
the great hurt of the King's tenants; that on the 5th of Jime, in the 17 
of Hen. VII. he took from Ellen, late wife of Tristram Boiling, five ewes; 
from Elizabeth Bristowe, two kye; and from William Wright one cow; 
that one William Gordon, a Scotch chapman, who was coming from Hal- 
ifax with three packs of wool, was waylaid by the said bailiffs upon Man- 
ningham Moor, because the said chapman ought to have come through 
Bradford and paid toll, and cast him down and beat him, and caused 
him to pay 6s. 8d. and above in money.' 

Raynbron's answer, which is filed in the Duchy records, states: — 'That 
there were two very great f aires every year at Bradford, on the day of 
the Feast of St. Andrew, and the day of St. Peter in Cathedra, three 
days every fair — that he had to attend upon the King's daughter, the 
Queen of Scots, into Scotland, and in his absence Sir Richard Tempest 
went into the Tolbooth of Bradford and threatened his servants (the 
servants of the King's bailiff) if they took toll. That the inhabitants 
of Clayton, at the instigation of Sir Richard Tempest, waylaid John 
Aldworth, whom the said bailiff had sent to gather toll, and beat him 
unmercifully. So that he had been little able to do any work since; 
that the said Tempest had ordered all his servants and retainers, and 
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had encouraged all others, to beat down the bailiff's servants when they 
gathered toll, and declared that no man should bear rule in Bradford 
but himself.* 

This interesting episode is illustrative of the exactions resorted to 
by the emissaries of King Henry VII., who made use of them to extort 
money and to heap up wealth for his own ends, which was the ruling 
object of his existence. 

(To be Continued) 



THE POINDEXTER FAMILY 

(Continued) 



Several accounts which are expected from various members of the fam- 
ily have not yet been received; but will be printed later. 

In the "List of Revolutionary Soldiers" published by the Virginia 
State Library in 1912, the following Poindexters appear: Gabriel Poin- 
dexter, Jacob Poindexter, John Poindexter, Jonathan Poindexter, Joseph 
Poindexter (Captain Bedford Co. Militia), Levil (Lovel) Poindexter, 
and Richard G. Poindexter. 



James Poindexter, who was bom in Virginia in 1765, married May 
Thompson, of Virginia, in 1801. Can any one give the name of his father t 
James Poindexter has descendants in California. 



Miscellaneous Notes. 

Deed, dated March 7, 1733, and recorded in Prince William County, 
from Thomas Poindexter, house-carpenter, of Hanover County, Convey- 
ing land in Prince William County, which had been bequeathed to him 
by Rev. James Brechin, late of Westmoreland County, by his will dated 
August 19, 1721. 

Will of Elizabeth Johnson, dated July 6, 1812, and proved in Louisa Co. 
Sept. 14, 1812, names her grandchildren Lucy, Betty and Walles S. Poin- 
dexter (their mother was dead) and her son-in-law John Poindexter. 

Deed, Goochland County, May 1745, from John Coles, of Henrico 
County to Jacob Poindexter, of James City County. 

Deed, Goochland County, Feb. 1760, from Thomas Poindexter, of 
Goochland, to Robert Jordan of same county. 

Will of Benjamin Poindexter, of Cumberland County, dated Dec. 28, 
1765, and proved June, 1766, gives his friends Littleberry Mosby and 
Joseph Carrington his whole estate, including what he was to have from 
his wife Sarah as her legacy. 

Deed, 1750, from Philip Poindexter, of Cumberland County, to George 
Nicholas conveying all of the land in Cumberland where said Poindexter 
lived. 

(To be Continued) 



